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Know the signs, report concerns

Missing Day 
or Night

Missing from home or 
education. Not knowing 
where they are or who 

they are with.

Could you 
put the
 pieces 

together?

Any one sign may not tell the full story. Several signs together could indicate a child is at risk of exploitation or harm 
outside the home. Know the signs. Trust your instincts. Report your concerns.

Going to places 
where they have no 
obvious connection 

or reason to be.

New 
Places

Any of these changes 
could indicate a child 

or young  person 
is experiencing 

exploitation or harm 
outside the home.

Online Use
Spending more time 

online. Secretive activity. 
Refusing to come offline. 

Have they distanced 
themselves from family, 

friends and usual 
activities?

Injuries

Unexplained bruises, cuts, 
burns or marks. Reluctance 

to seek medical attention.

Change in 
Apperance

Changes in 
clothing, personal hygiene 
or presentation. Appearing 

tired or talking differently.

Change in 
Behaviour

Becoming 
withdrawn, 

fearful, secretive 
or aggressive. 

Distancing 
themselves from 

family and friends.

Change in Friends
Suddenly spending time 

with new people, including 
contacts made through 

social media.

Coping 
Mechanisms
Alcohol use, drug 
use or self-harm. 

Ways they may be 
trying to cope with 
what is happening.

Possessions
Unexplained money, 

clothing, phones, drugs or 
other items.

See Concerns. Report it
Do you know a child or young person 

who may be at risk?
We have a local team who specialise in 
supporting children and families where 
there are concerns about exploitation 

and risks outside the home.
Scan this QR code to find out more. 

Scan 
this QR 
code to 
report a 

concern  

If a child is at immediate risk, 
call 999.

To contact the Multi agency 
Children’s Hub (MACH) 

contact: 0300 373 2724


